
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO PAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-37

NPDES NO. CA0029050

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD
HYDRAULIC MAINTENANCE DREIX;ING AND SroILS DIS:rosAL
MARE ISLAND, SOlANO COUNTY

TIle california Regional water Quality COntrol Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Mare Island Naval Shipyard, hereinafter called the discharger,
performs maintenance dredging in Mare Island Strait. TIle boundary
of the maintenance dredging extends from the Highway 37 bridge on
the north to carquinez strait on the south as shown in Attachment
A. TIle maintenance dredging referred to in this Order is separate
from the maintenance dredging of the main channel in Mare Island
Strait conducted by the U. S. Army COrps of Engineers.

2. About 600,000 cubic yards per year of material is dredged
primarily by hydraulic dredging methods. TIle dredged material is
disposed of in seven disposal ponds totalling about 845 acres.
TIlese ponds are located above mean higher high water on the
western side of Mare Island as shown in Attachment A. Depending
on the location of the dredging operation, dredged material is
transported to the disposal ponds via one of five permanent
pipel ines. When the hydraulic dredge is being repaired or
overhauled, a clamshell dredge is used and the dredged material is
trucked to the designated land disposal pond.

3. A max:i:mum of 2.5 million gallons per day of decanted water from
the disposal ponds is discharged to the marsh area between the
disposal ponds and San Pablo Bay. TIle discharge is controlled by
weir structures at seven points located along the west side of the
disposal ponds as shown in Attachment A.

4. TIle discharge is presently governed by waste Discharge
Requirements, Order No. 78-37 which allows discharge from five of
the points mentioned in Finding 3. TIle discharger submitted a
letter dated June 17, 1981 amending their operations to include
two additional discharge points (E-6 and E-7) to allow for better
pond flow control.

5. TIle Regional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan
for the San Francisco Bay Region (Basin Plan) on July 21, 1982.
TIle Basin Plan contains water quality objectives for San Pablo
Bay.
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